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Synopsis

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea created a new framework for the
conduct of maritime affairs. The Convention remains a shining example of international cooperation,
diplomacy and the role of international law in the regulation of international affairs and oceans
management. The institutions established under the Convention, which entered into force in 1994,
are now all operating and the way they are fulfilling their tasks under the Convention is taking
shape. Chapters throughout this book assess the roles and impact upon oceans management of the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, the International Sea-Bed Authority, the Commission
on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, and the Convention’s Meeting of States Parties. Institutions
outside the Convention’s framework are also assessed, including the International Maritime
Organization in respect of the regime for archipelagic sea lanes and international straits, the Food
and Agriculture Organization and regional fisheries organizations, and the United Nations General
Assembly as concerns its coordinating role in the field of oceans and law of the sea. In the evolving
area of oceans management, the way in which global and regional institutions have been involved
in implementing the Convention on the Law of the Sea raises both questions concerning the
interpretation of the Convention’s substantive provisions and how these various institutions interact.
The impetus to resolve these and other challenges in the law of the sea and oceans management

will ensure the law of the sea’s continuing evolution in the years ahead.
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